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Digging up the past

S g o
Some members of the UMKC class study the results of mmmmmlnmmnmunr
mmm:mlnmfm:humhtdumunﬂm Les Slaisr, the class professor
Finding hidden treasure at Vaile Mansion
By DARLA MUFARLAND il professor, Lee Stater, used raderand oo pose”
The Eoamivier urh:uimﬁnﬁrw'lts Ui pmEnE fo Tangp e The ireagure & guestion 1 the ramaiie of
umdeEruronnd lrpot aroomd the 120 ear-old builangs, waliwmys. plimping svstems and
Atmd@nphssmmmmmmm ATTLCTITE, pthor ariginl elaments of the estate. Yidle
Maniion i Independene this weekend, Whal ey hausicadby fn f= measume the hismrlans koo from ol photos and bistoel
diain hih-eeh squipment to plumb the of the greind and then e thoes cal ueraumts fhat several sructEres ones
grbimds for evidomee nld struciires,

reARurEmenty o determing What i uder the sjood on the grounds. bt they do nat low
‘'l gy, 8 wronp of Tiine students frum

sirfane” saad Slitet: a profeseae of geophysies.  exacly where
the Cniveraity of Missourl-Hansas Cloy and Tt k= & bir g traaaure hunting, | eug-

Please see VAILE, Page 34

—



vaile: Searching
for hidden treasure

From Page 1A
Archenlogist Jim Feagins,

whio last summer uncoverad a

fountain on the Valle aropecty

- heard Slater talk about the rech-

' nigue at 3 meeting of the
Fansas Ciey Archealogical
Society last fall and invited the
professor and Hl1s 7eam fo survey
the aromnds.

“This { terhnology 15 ereat
heppuse i ponserves the
resource,” Fegdins saud "Every
time wou dig, you destrov o Sttle
bit. and this way we can ook

. withoot digaing "

" Feagins hopes he sgam can
plnpoirt lacations for another
fig this surmmer, procaby
Julw

Onecf the sites Feaging
hopes to lncane {s anald wine
cetlar chought m be on the
SOUENWAST curner (T the proper
o Tosearoh for the ceDor st
denes deolovad a line of cable
190 feet long , dotted every oW
feat with thin mecnl rads thrust
in the ground, sirorgaing from
ther cormer af (e hatse to the
stonat,

The pmis. connacced o the
cable and to 2qch omer oy loons
of wive (ke shorr nanper eanies,
numped pulses of electricicy
inta the ground and recorded
the path of the cusrert

“Basically, we dre ndueing
an electrical current intg the
oround and measuring te volt-
age change over an area” suid
Dan Glaser, a nottve of Maine
and a eroaduacs student of geo-
sciences at [TMERC,

(Flaser and owo athet am-
dents zet the lne four diferent
times Saturday, moving abmir1a
feet gver sac rime, Bach oyrle of
ifata callection akes abont 45
mimitas.

The darn collecred will he pet

2 computer modeling pro-
gzam and analyzed by students
gver the next week or two,

Om the other side of the prop-
21Ty, at the northwest corner
another tean used a radar svs-
tem tomap out the edeeof a
{ake thar used to cover that cor-
e

Hisimdans-are hoping to use
that nformation t© locats sever-
af small chalers that originally
dotted the lake eoge.

When the project s done.
Slacer said. the daca sheuld peo-
duce a map of the physical
structirey in the zround toa
deqth of about nine feer.

Thers was =ome =xcitement
o1 the e artarnnon Saturdoy
when stidents tying a comdue-
vty measire located whae they
betieved 1o be the drainage pipe
cinr i from the old fvmiain o
ihe loke area.

“Weleriew et char war
;.'I1J.T WE VBRI TS ‘_‘.‘:.:I!Zﬂ}'
whers” Fearins and.

All ogather, the students
denlavac abawt 100000 worth of
euipment this weekend, most
of which was ariginally dewel-
ppec ook fur oil and petrols
um ressETves.

Sluter has applisd similar
mehnigues at archeologieal sites
n freland and Maine bor this fs
the fir=st time he has used the
aguipment in Kansas Cite

Slater said he expects to have
an imderzrond map ready ina
few wealks,

“This i 3 win-win situation,”
Slater said. "My students get a
few favs of feld experience and
we mueie bo able to falp the his-
rorins.”

To. reqeR Darla Mt_'Fartrmri
send amall o deriomicetamin-
ermer ool fer g F50-R3E1
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PALL BEAVER/The Examnes

Students in Lee Slater's UMKC class monitor the ground
resistance test underway on the Vaile Mansion grounds



